
Instrumental Music Program information 
 

 
The Instrumental Music Program (IMP) is music lesson program, taught by a team of teachers, which serves 
students in Kindergarten – Grade 12 in the Walnut Creek and Danville communities since 1988. The IMP offers 
private one-on-one lessons in a wide range of musical instruments and also includes vocal lessons.  
 
There are three divisions of the IMP: on-site lessons in a private school where lessons occur both during the school 
day, coordinated with the classroom teacher, and after school, coordinated with the Extended Day program; an on-
site program in public schools in the after school hours; a division of home lessons with teachers traveling to the 
student's home.  
 
IMP instructors are specialists on their instruments, and, in most cases, have completed a Bachelor's Degree, or 
higher, training in music. The IMP team of teachers ascribe to the belief that music learning is a shared endeavor of 
both student and teacher. The student has their own learning style and needs; the teacher has the love and discipline 
of their craft and the skill and flexibility to impart these to many different types of students. All instructors have 
many years of teaching private lessons before being accepted into the IMP team of teachers. Per California 
Education standards, all teachers are fingerprinted.  
 
Lessons occur once per week for 30 or 45 minutes, with two defined sessions: a long school year session of 30 lessons 
from September to May and a shorter summer session made to fit into the student's summer schedule from June to 
August.  
   
IMP serves students who are beginners, with no previous musical experience; those who are transfer students; as 
well as those who wish more advanced training in their instrument or who want training for participation in the 
California graded testing system of Certificate Of Merit. Depending on the instrument, instructors use a variety of 
traditional published materials or self-made materials for each student. We have a strict 'Instrument At Home' 
policy. Pianists must have an appropriate keyboard or piano in the home, other instrumentalists must rent or buy an 
approved instrument and acquire a music stand. Performance opportunities are spaced throughout the school year. 
There is a holiday performance and several spring recitals to choose from for performances. 
 
PIANO: Emphasis from the very beginning of lessons is on student success and confidence, starting each lesson with 
where the student is. This is accomplished by a flexible and nurturing manner of the teacher and through the use of 
time-tested traditional materials which lead students step-wise through the concepts of note reading, piano 
technique and basic music theory. Students are able to choose recital material from a wide range of repertoire from 
popular music, holiday music, exciting performance pieces written for students and mainstream Classical piano 
works. Certificate of Merit participation is available for those students who show an additional commitment to 
practice and piano studies. Grade: Kindergarten and higher, younger with evaluation of piano teacher 
 
SINGING: Emphasis is on developing age-appropriate vocal development through vocal exercises, breath control and 
diction. This is accomplished in the lesson by choosing songs of interest to the student and preparing these pieces for 
performance. Students are educated on proper use of the vocal chords, fostering the student's own innate abilities 
and style. Grade: Grade 3 and higher, younger with approval of singing teacher. 
 
WIND INSTRUMENTS are begun in the fourth grade. Emphasis is on basic technique for the chosen instrument: 
embouchure production, breath control and fingering. Traditional band materials are used so players are exposed to 
note reading and repertoire which will allow them to participate in local student ensembles. Instruments taught: 
Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone and Euphonium. Drums are also available upon request. Grade: 4 
and higher 
 
VIOLIN: Emphasis is on correct bowing and violin technique and sound production. This is accomplished through 
learning traditional Classical violin repertoire. Students are trained to be able to participate in orchestra in their 
school or community. Grade: 3 and higher. 
 
GUITAR: Emphasis is on early development of strumming ability and chord formation. Lesson book materials are 
also used for exposure to traditional note reading. The goal is to train the student to be a confident, well-rounded 
guitar player who can play chords in time, follow chord progressions for songs in a multitude of styles and exposure 
to riffs for future soloing ability. Grade: 3 and higher.   
 
The following is a simplified list of instruments offered and the typically accepted age to begin instruction:  
 
Piano - Kindergarten and higher 
Violin - Grade 2 and higher 
Singing - Grade 3 and higher (younger with approval of singing teacher) 
Guitar - Grade 3 and higher 
All band instruments - Grade 4 and higher  
 
 
The Instrumental Music Program is a team of music teachers 

- working together, 
- to enrich your child’s education, 
- to deepen understanding of the work through music, 
- to instill confidence and inspire creativity, 
through weekly one on one music lessons. 


